
Looking for Advice on a Boat for the Great Loop  
 
Dear Boaters,  
 
Kathy and I are planning to do the Loop when we 
retire and are in the preliminary stages of buying a 
boat. To help us in our search, we would like to ask 
you your thoughts on the items listed below. We 
hope the information you provide will give us some 
insight into what to look for in a boat and also to 
what to expect along the way. Look forward to 
hearing from you! 
 
1. What are the pros and cons of your current boat 
as it relates to doing the Loop? If you were to buy 
another boat, what would you want to have or not 
have? With your response, please provide the 
year/length/make of your boat, and any comments 
on the following: 
 
a. Single vs twin engines 
b. Semi displacement hull vs full displacement  
c. Stabilizers vs no stabilizers  
d. Savit or boom for launching dinghy vs launching 
by hand  
e. Rib for a dinghy vs non-rib  
f. Autopilot vs no autopilot  
g. Master stateroom located in the bow vs aft  
h. Propane vs electric stove  
i. One head vs two heads  
j. Inclusion of the following equipment: 
washer/dryer, ice maker, water maker,  
trash compactor, other  
 
2. On the East coast segment of the Loop, what 
percentage of time, or what is the approximate 
distance that you traveled outside (vs the ICW)? 
 
3. If after traveling the ICW on the Atlantic side 
once, if you were to make the Florida to 
Chesapeake Bay run again, would you elect to run 
on the outside? Is your current Loop boat capable 
of running outside? 

 
4. If you are the type to do a lot of exploring with 
your dinghy, what size dinghy and horsepower 
would you recommend? 
 
5. Would any of your answers to the above change, 
if after completing the Loop, you are now cruising 
in the Caribbean? 
 
6. Our plans are to cruise the Loop for 2 years with 
side trips to the Bahamas, then if all goes well, 
expand our cruising grounds from Florida to the 
Virgin Islands, then down to Trinidad to wait out 
the hurricane season. Given that we have no 
experience owning a diesel, trawler type boat with 
all of the associated systems, do you think first 
buying an older, less expensive boat for the Loop 
will be a good idea, then buying a second boat that 
will better accommodate the trip to Trinidad? My 
thought here is to become familiar with this type of 
boat and it's systems, and learn what we need and 
do not necessarily need before investing a lot of 
money in a boat that may be more than we need for 
just doing the Loop. 
 

Bob Duthie’s Reply 

Dick & Kathy 
 
Great set of questions; Mavis and I have a 1981, 36 
ft Grand Banks Trawler with a single Lehman 
engine and no stabilizers. We have put about 2,000 
hours on it doing the loop 1.33 times, the 
Tennessee River 1.5 times, and the Cumberland 
River 2.5 times. Coming from that viewpoint here 
are my quick opinions: 
 
a. single vs twin engines - Single is better. Two 
engines is 2x as much trouble and 2x the 
maintenance. One engine is much easier to work 

on and is protected by a full keel when you run 
aground (and you will). 
 
b. semi displacement hull vs full displacement - 
This makes little difference unless you want to go 
fast (requires semi-displacement) and get there 
sooner at a cost of much more fuel. 
 
c. stabilizers vs no stabilizers - Nice to have but no 
real need on the Loop. During the Nordhavn 
Atlantic Rally, stabilizer failures were the biggest 
problem any of the boats had. 
  
d. davit or boom for launching dinghy vs launching 
by hand; we rarely used our dingy which we had 
both Weaver Davits on the swim platform and a 
boom when it was on the deck above the aft cabin.  
 
e. rib for a dinghy vs non-rib - Clearly a RIB and 
boom crane are the best solution but mean more 
weight to deal with. 
 
f. autopilot vs no autopilot; don't leave port 
without an autopilot. 
 
g. master stateroom located in the bow vs aft; in 
rough water aft is best. In rough water a bow 
stateroom is almost useless as you will be thrown 
out of the bed. However, it is rare you will be in 
bed while cruising during the loop. If it is rough 
just try to sleep in the main salon. 
 
h. propane vs electric stove - propane is better but 
not as safe as electric. 
 
i. one head vs two heads - two heads are essential - 
one head is often out-of-order. 
 
j. inclusion of the following equipment: 
washer/dryer, ice maker, water maker,  
trash compactor, other- you don't need any of 



these. Marine washer/dryers are small and slow. 
There are always laundromats at marinas or in 
nearby towns. Ice makers are unreliable. Just buy 
bags of ice and keep it in a freezer. We have a small 
12V freezer we keep in a hanging locker. Water 
makers are unreliable, expensive and very high 
maintenance. A trash compactor would be really 
nice to have (we have one at home but there is no 
room on our boat.) 
 
 
2. On the east coast the only place you have to go 
outside is 25 miles or so from Mannesquan NJ to 
New York. However, you do have to be careful 
crossing the sounds. 
 
3. I would never do the East Coast on the outside.  
I have met one person who did because they got so 
tired of doing it year after year. They went every 
year from Florida to the Northeast somewhere and 
took 4 days running 24 hours a day. Our boat holds 
400 gallons of diesel and could safely go 800 miles 
without refueling. 
 
4. We have a Nautica 12 ft RIB with a 40HP 2 cycle 
motor. It is great for exploring but too big for our 
36 ft boat. I'd rather have a smaller engine, say 
20HP, 4 cycle. 
 
5. The only boat I would rather have in the 
Caribbean would be a 42ft Grand Banks Europa 
with the galley up and two cabins below. 
 
6. Old boat or new boat doesn't make much 
difference. Both will have problems. Unless one 
of you can fix stuff, you will be miserable 
owning a boat. If an old boat you have to buy a 
quality brand like Grand Banks, Hatteras, and a 
few others. Old Taiwanese built trawlers like 
Marine Trader have many big time problems like 
decks that leak, dry rot, leaking fuel tanks, etc. etc. 
One big advantage of doing the loop is you can find 
real experts to work on your boat. We had ours 
varnished, painted, bow thruster installed, new 
generator, and many other items worked on. By the 

time you are done you may spend just as much on 
the old boat as a new boat. It takes about 3-5 years 
to learn all about your boat before you are really 
comfortable with it. So buy a good boat and stick 
with it. 
 
Hope this helps. 
 
Bob Duthie 
www.greatloopcrusing.com 
 

 

Comments 

The last couple of posts in this thread, by Bob 
Duthie and "garonsmules," illustrate the largely 
opposite views of two experienced boaters who see 
boats and boating very differently. Not right or 
wrong; just differently. I personally agree 
wholeheartedly with Bob, but that's just me and my 
preferences and my worldview. You need to 
understand your needs and views before you buy... 
 
Bob did make one point, though, that I think bears 
the greatest emphasis and re-emphasis. He said it 
simply, yet it is profoundly important to 
understand. "Unless one of you can fix stuff, 
you will be miserable owning a boat." I don't 
personally see much reason for a dirty fuel filter to 
take an engine down; single or dual. But, you do 
have to check the engine room every couple of 
hours, even when you don't want to, to be able to 
identify oncoming problems, anticipate 
consequences and avoid system failures. You also 
need to be able to change filters at sea, even in 
rough and uncomfortable conditions, where they 
are most likely to clog up! 
 
There's no escaping it; "stuff" definitely does, and 
will, break. If it's a washer/dryer, it's just not a big 

deal in the relative scheme of things. If the genset 
is dead when you need it, it can be a big deal. In if 
the engine won't start, it can be a very big deal. 
And a hole in the hull... hmmm... life threatening 
emergency?  
 
Please do not overlook this reality, as you will most 
certainly visit some very remote places on your 
travels. The personal inconvenience of downtime 
will be just one of your worries! And likely a minor 
and inexpensive one, at that. 
 
Peg and Jim Healy aboard Sanctuary 
Currently at Charlotte Harbor, Punta Gorda, FL, 
Monk 36 Hull #132 

 

Having a sistership to Duthie's GB 36 CL, hull no. 
652 with single Lehman 120 and bow thruster 
(which I consider essential), I agree with his 
comments 100%. Even down to a GB 42 Europa 
being my first choice. We cruised from the 
Chesapeake up to Canada last summer for three 
months on the "Little Triangle", and I guess the 
biggest things I missed were a wider beam and not 
having a port side door from the saloon to the 
deck. My wife and I frequently run into each other 
in the narrow cabin of the old 36, and at some 
locks (not many) you really need to get out on the 
port deck quickly. The Europa style is much better 
for entertaining and socializing because the main 
saloon exits directly to a covered aft deck. 

Ted Guy, "Pathfinder", #3710, Stuart, FL but 
winter stored ashore near Albany, N.Y. 


