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was much the same as on our 1st Loop.  
We’ll just mention a few favorite places.  
Hoppie’s Marina on the Mississippi River 
is definitely one of them. Fern and 
Hoppie have been running the marina 
(really just barges tied to the land!) for 37 
years.  She’s in constant touch with all the 
tow boats (tugs pushing barges), and 
holds court every afternoon at 4:30 pm to 
pass along her considerable knowledge. 

Ahead, there are no marinas, just a 
few days of anchorages where you need 
to use two anchors.  The muddy 
Mississippi River has considerable 
current (we were going 11 knots, quite a 
bit higher than our usual 7), lots of BIG 
logs (some as big as telephone poles), 
debris (including refrigerators and tires), 
and lots of big tows (you need to 
communicate with them when trying to 
pass, listen to their instructions, and stay 

out of their way!). Hoppie’s Marina is 
located in the delightful town of 
Kimmswick, Mo., lots of appealing shops 
and the locally famous Blue Owl 
restaurant; love it!  

Another stop worth mentioning is 

Green Turtle Bay Marina in Grand Rivers, 
Ky. It’s fun to rent a golf cart and toot 
around the town; several interesting shops 
as well as the locally famous two inch 
thick pork chop at Patti’s 1880’s 
Settlement Restaurant. We were there 
during the Hunters Moon Festival in early 
October; terrific parade, arts and craft fair, 
great food (try the giant smoked and deep 
fried turkey leg!), and actors story telling 
(a very southern thing) at the theater.  

Later, from Fulton, Miss., we drove 
to Elvis Presley’s birthplace in Tupelo. 
There’s a chapel, museum, and the two- 
room house where he was born.  Don’t 
miss it if you’re an Elvis fan!  

Columbus is another favorite.  
Columbus Marina is extremely friendly 
and has a courtesy car. Everything you 
need is here for shopping and restaurants. 
Proffitt’s Porch is our favorite for good 
southern cooking.  

Later on, on the Black Warrior River 
in Alabama, we had an unpleasant 
experience at an anchorage. All afternoon 
we could hear gunshots from locals that 
were hunting or target shooting. Just 

about sunset, we had come back from 
happy hour aboard one of the other 
Looper boats in the anchorage, when a 
bullet hit our boat! It came whizzing 
though the woods, ricocheted off the boat, 
and landed in the water! We’re sure it was 
an accident, but it was very unsettling.  

We spent December 2010 and January 
2011 in St Petersburg, Fla. It was wonder-
ful spending the holidays with family and 
friends. Although we love the traveling, it 
was nice to stay put for a while after 
months and months filled with daily 
changes. All rested up, we set out to 
rendezvous with friends Darwin and Jean, 
in Cayo Costa, Fla., where we crossed our 
wake for the second time, concluding 
Loop #2!  Of course, we celebrated with 
champagne!

In April 2011, we cruised up the 
Atlantic ICW and arrived in Connecticut 
in June.  We’ve now traveled 20,000 miles 
aboard Summertime at 7 mph! We are 
always trying to stop in places we haven’t 
been before, and always looking for 
Loopers along the way!

Harbor Hosts Tom 
and Patsy Conrad are the 
winners of the First 
Annual Harbor Host of 
the Year Award. The 
nominees for the award 
were submitted by our 
members, who were 
permitted to send in as 
many nominations as 
they wanted. Once the 
nominating period was 
over, the AGLCA 
Homeport Crew 
tabulated them and came 
up with the final four 
couples. All of the 
members were then 
invited to vote for their 
choice. Tom and Patsy 
won with 38% of the 
vote. The final four 
couples were:

Tom and Patsy Conrad are Harbor 
Hosts in Pensacola, Fla. Tom is best 
known to most Loopers as the provider 
of "Weather Musings", which have 
helped hundreds of Loopers safely make 
the Gulf crossing. They have hosted 
many dinners for Loopers, as well as 
playing tour guide, and offering transpor-
tation. They have even offered stranded 
Loopers a place to stay while their boat 
was being repaired. They are "delightful 
and charming Harbor Hosts".

Robert and Kay Creech provide their 
Harbor Host services in Southport, NC. 
Robert helped many Loopers by 
providing a chart review presentation of 
the ICW between Marathon, Fla., and 
Virginia. They provide information on 
local history and places of interest, as 
well as transportation or a delicious meal. 
They "roll out the red carpet" for visiting 
Loopers and if you want to talk about the 
Loop, "try and stop them!"

Greg and Carol Vernon are Harbor 
Hosts in Panama City, Fla. They have 
frequently offered their dock to Loopers 
passing through, providing water and 
electricity at no charge. They have hosted 

many Thanksgiving dinners, and treat 
everyone with "genuine Southern 
hospitality". 
They provide 
transportation, 
advice and 
assistance to 
visiting 
Loopers. Their 
willingness to 
help "led to a 
joke that they 
would even 
donate a kidney 
to help a 
Looper!"

Ray and Patsy 
Whitney are 
our Harbor 
Hosts in 
Scottsboro, Ala. 
They regularly 
greet Loopers 
arriving at 
Goose Pond 
Marina. They 
have provided many Thanksgiving and 
Christmas dinners for those who were 
away from home on the holidays. They 

offer their vehicle, or 
provide a ride, for 
shopping, dining out, 
visiting the beauty 
parlor, or whatever is 
needed. They are willing 
tour guides, boat repair 
assistants and provide 
"warm smiles, easy 
conversation and 
delicious food!”

Tom and Patsy will 
receive a plaque, a 
lifetime membership in 
AGLCA, and compli-
mentary attendance at 
the Fall 2011 
Rendezvous group 
meals, events and 
seminars!

If you are interested in 
becoming a Harbor Host, 
visit the website at 
www.GreatLoop.org. Go 

to the Members Only section and scroll 
down to 
Sign up to 
be a 
Harbor 
Host. 
Read 
about the 
program 
and, if it 
sounds 
like 
something 
you 
would be 
interested 
in, click 
on the 
link to 
Sign Up 
to be a 
Harbor 
Host. You 
just might 
end up 
being the 

winner of the Second Annual Harbor 
Host of the Year Award!
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